Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 66 April 1973 zones when the pulmonary vein pressure is increased has long since been disproved. Techniques rarely used today, such as kymography, are given generous space but there is apparently no reference to the use of ultrasonics or gamma-scanning. On some issues, a view expressed by one author is contradicted by another. For example, the section on pulmonary lymphatics suggests that Kerley's lines are due to pulmonary lymphatics and contradicts the view expressed in the chapter on pulmonary circulation which (rightly) attributes the lines to interlobular septa.
In spite of such weaknesses, the discerning reader will find here a mine of useful information helpfully brought together in a single handsomely printed and bound volume.
DAVID H TRAPNELL
The Nails in Disease by Peter D Samman MA MD FRCP 2nd ed pp x+177 illustrated £2.50 London: Heinemann Medical 1972 The reputation of this monograph is enhanced by the second edition. It embraces 177 pages, 137 excellent black and white photographs and line diagrams, and 4 coloured plates; the illustrations and text form an integrated whole which facilitates reading and comprehension. Although easy to read, the information is detailed and backed by an extensive list of references at the end of each chapter.
This small book will remind dermatologists of many half-forgotten anomalies, and they will be grateful for the therapeutic suggestions based on the author's experience. Those practising in other areas of medicine will learn that the spectrum of nail disorders covers much more than koilonychia, clubbing and fungous infections. Both groups will keep 'The Nails in Disease' as a handy primer and as a work ofreference. This is a short monograph of the authors' experiences in the treatment of patients with acute renal failure in Budapest between 1960 and 1967. It indicates the relative incidence of most of the different causes of oliguria and gives a useful review of many papers that are not generally available to British nephrologists. However, the book is now five years out of date and contains little or no information about many topics of current interest to the renal physician. These include the pathogenetic roles of disseminated intravascular coagulation, ofthe renin angiotensin system and redistribution of renal blood flow. Investigative techniques such as high dose urography and renal scanning also receive scant attention and the book cannot be recommended for general reading. C S OGG Drugs Affecting Kidney Function and Metabolism edited by K David G Edwards Progress in Biochemical Pharmacology, volume 7 ppxiii+537 £20.90 $53.20 Basel &c.: SKarger 1972 Chichester, Sussex: John Wiley This is a useful but very expensive book. It consists of thirteen chapters, authoritative and well referenced, on a wide variety of renal topics. Although it is one of a series of books on biochemical pharmacology, the definition is rather elastic and certain sections, for instance that of Professor Brod on antihypertensives and antibacterial agents, contain little biochemistry, but are nevertheless an excellent review. Several fashionable areas are surveyed, in particular analgesic nephropathy, the management of chronic renal failure, and the use of immunosuppressives in renal disease and transplant; there are also most interesting chapters on less well known subjects, including the use of drugs in hyperlipidcmia in the nephrotic syndrome and the effect of drugs on the metabolism of the renal cortex.
It is an interesting book, well produced and pleasant to browse through or for reference, but its price is liable to confine its owners to libraries or reviewers. J R TROUNCE
